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HOME DESIGN

CUSTOM CAN

A bathroom fit for a king. Or a
queen, Or a prince, or anyone else.

ITH.THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON, & MOTCRIST
W:.‘un adjust a car's seat, mirrors, and stereo
system; so why can't we adjust our bath-
rooms aseasily 7 Architects at the University at Buf-

L falo have already built two prototypes that can be

personalized to fit our neads,

Both bathrooms have sinks, toilets, and showers
that move up and down for people of different
heighits, as well as sinks and showers that move side-
ways to make space. In one prototype, the bath-
roam’s components are on interchangeable panels,

" with multiple plumbing hookups builtinto the walls.

In the more innovative bathroom, the sink and
shower fixtures glide on tracks and lock into place
st the bathroom can be rearranged almost instant-
Iy. For example, an older person who needs more
room in the shower can move the sink closer to the
corner where the 1ailet is located, turning the rest of
the bathroom into a shower space.

The next step, says Abir Mullick, project director
at the university's Rehabilitation Engineering Re-
search Center for Universal Design, is to incorporate
“smart” technology that recognizes individuals and
automatically adjusts the bathroom layout 1o accom-
modate them.—oawn STOVER




